Preparation of (1E,4E)-1,5-bis(4-methoxyphenyl)-1,4pentadien-3-one (1) 
The α,β-unsaturated carbonyl compound 1 was prepared by aldol condensation in a medium with 50% (m/v) of KOH using two equivalents of 4-methoxybenzaldehyde with one equivalent of acetone according to a commonly applied procedure described in the literature. 1 This compound was obtained as a yellow solid in 60% yield after 4 h of reaction. The saturated ketone 2 was prepared by baker's yeast-catalyzed bioreduction of 1 in an aqueous/organic solvent biphasic system. This compound was isolated Preparation of (1E,4E)-1,5-bis(4-metoxyphenyl)-1,4pentadien-3-ol (3) Compound 3 was prepared from (1E,4E)-1,5-bis(4methoxyphenyl)-1,4-pentadien-3-one by the reduction with NaBH 4 /wet SiO 2 as described in the literature with some modifications, and was used as a standard in the 1 H NMR and GC analysis. 3 The alcohol 3 was obtained as a pale yellow solid in 49% yield after 1 h of reaction. 
